SOUTHERN RAILWAY
Headquarters Office,
Personnel Branch,
Chennai-600 003.

No.P(A)227/P/Nol XXVII/(Pt) Dated: 05.02.2026.

PBC No.20/2026

All PHODs, DRMs, CWMs, CEWE, CAO, CPM,

PDA, Dy.CPOs, Sr.DPOs, Secy to GM,
Chairman/RRB/MAS,TVC, Addl.Registrar/RCT/MAS,
Secretary/RRT/MAS,

Principal MDZTI/TPJ, SRCETC/TBM, ZETTC/AVD,
DPOs/SPOs/WPOs/APOs of HQ/Divisions /Workshops/Units.

Sub: Conducting disciplinary inquiry through video
conferencing — adhering to prescribed guidelines of
GSR No0.286(E) and GSR No.287(E).

*k%

A copy of Railway Board’s letter N0.2026/V-1/DAR/13/1 dated 14.01.2026
on the above subject is enclosed for, guidance and necessary action.

The amendment to Rule 9(2) of Railway Servants (Discipline & Appeal)
Rules, 1968 vide Gazette Notification bearing GR No0.286(E) and GSR 287 (E)
referred to therein have been circulated as PBC N0.97/2024.

Digitally signed by

Encl: 18 pages Date: 20260205 155744 4055
(C. ANJANI KUMAR)

Asst. Personnel Officer/IR & Trg.

for Principal Chief Personnel Officer.

Copy to: The General Secretary/SRMU,
The General Secretary/DREU.
The General Secretary AISCSTREA,
The General Secretary/AIOBCREA,
The General Secretary/NFIR,
IT Section/PB/HQ — to upload in the SR website
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HTLT GTHIT (GOVERNMENT OF INDIA)
T HATAT (MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS)
IATFIE (RAILWAY BOARD)

O g —

No.2026/V-1/DAR/13/1 Date 14/01/2026
The General Managers The SDGMs/CVOs
All Zonal Railways/PUs All Zonal Railways/PUs

The Director General
All Railway Institutes & RDSO

Sub: Conducting disciplinary inquiry through video conferencing — adhering to
prescribed guidelines of GSR No. 286(E) and GSR No. 287(E)

Fridrirdrdrde ok

Rule 2(2) of Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968 was amended
vide Gazette Notification bearing GSR No. 286(E) dated 22.05.2024 and regulations in
pursuance thereto was notified vide GSR No. 287(E) dated 22.05.2024. A copy 1s
enclosed for ready reference.

2. Vide GSR No. 286(E), the following proviso was inserted in sub-rule (2) of rule 9:
“Provided jurther that in exceptional circumstances such as a pandemic or natural
calariities or when the disciplinary authority is satisfied for the reasons to be recorded by
it in writing, the disciplinary authority may itself inguire into or may authonze an
fnuguriving  Authority to inguire into the truth of any imputaiion of miscanduct or
mishehavicur against a Railway Servant through the aid of the digital mode of Video
Conferencing, 2ither wholly or in parts, in accordance with the regulations framed by the
Ceniral Government in the Minustry of Railways.”

3. In a recent DAR case arising out of a vigilance case pertaining to one unit, inguiry
was conducted through video-conferencing by RIO without obtaining prior approval of
DA. Subsequently, Secretary Directorate of Railway Board has decided that the inquiry
proceedings in the case and inquiry report thereon cannot be treated as legally tenabie
and has advised the Railway to conduct de novo inquiry in the case. Thus, the entue
DAR proceedings have become a futile exercise. Similar cases have occurred in few

other Zonal Railways too.

4 It is, therefore, advised to review the ongoing DAR cases and ensure that the
above guidelines are being strictly followed in each case. Further, it is advised to bring
these guidelines to the knowledge of DAs and RIOs, each time a disciplinary proceeding
is instituted and RIO is appointed.

5. This has the approval of PED (Vigilance) and CVO/Ministry of Railways.

DA: As above }ﬂ'\_”

1y 1)ré
(Alind Shekhar)
Director Vigilance (E)
Railway Board

Room No. 522 (A), Rail Bhawan, Raisina Road, New Delhi - 110001
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No.2026/V-1/DAR/13/1 Date 14/01 /2026
The General Managers The SDGMs/CVOs
All Zonal Railways/PUs All Zonal Railways/PUs

The Director General
All Rallway Institutes & RDSO

Sub: Conducting disciplinary inquiry through video conferencing — adhering to
prescribed guidelines of GSR Ne. 286(E) and GSR No. 287(E)
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Rule 9(2) of Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968 was amended
vide Gazette Notification bearing GSR No. 286(E} dated 22.05.2024 and regulations in
pursuance thereto was notified vide GSR No. 287(E) dated 22.05.2024. A copy is
enclosed for ready reference.

2 Vide GSR No. 286(E), the following proviso was inserted in sub-rule (2) of rule 9:
“Provided further that in exceptional circumstances such as a pandemic or natural
calamities or when the disciplinary authority is satisfied for the reasons to be recorded by
it in writing, the disciplinary authority may itself inguire into or may authorize an
Inquiring Authority to inquire into the truth of any imputation of misconduct or
misbehaviour against a Railway Servant through the aid of the digital mode of Video
Conferencing, either wholly or in parts, in accordance with the regulations framed by the
Central Government in the Ministry of Railways.”

3. In a recent DAR case arising out of a vigilance case pertaining to one unit, inquiry
was conducted through video-conferencing by RIO without obtaining prior approval of
DA. Subsequently, Secretary Directorate of Railway Board has decided that the inquiry
proceedings in the case and inquiry report thereon cannot be treated as legally tenable
and has advised the Railway to conduct de novo inquiry in the case. Thus, the entire
DAR proceedings have become a futile exercise. Similar cases have occurred in few
other Zonal Railways too.

4, It is, therefore, advised to review the ongoing DAR cases and ensure that the
above guidelines are being strictly followed in each case. Further, it is advised to bring
these guidelines to the knowledge of DAs and RIOs, each time a disciplinary proceeding
is instituted and RIO is appointed.

5. This has the approval of PED (Vigilance) and CVO/Ministry of Railways.

DA: As above }(}\‘\,

14)1)26
(Alind Shekhar)
Director Vigilance (E)
Railway Board

Room No. 522 (A}, Rail Bhawan, Raisina Road, New Delhi - 110001




GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
RAILWAY BOARD

No. E{(D&A) 2020 RG6-6 Date: 25.05.2024

The General Manager,
All Zonal Railways and Production Units etc.

(As per standard list)

Sub: Conducting disciplinary inquiry through video conferencing-
amendment to Rule 9(2) of Railway Servants (Discipline And Appeal)
Rules. 1968 and notification of regulations related thereto.

Rule 9(2) of Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968 has been amended
vide Gazette Notification bearing GSR No. 286(E) dated 22.05.2024 and regulations in
pursuance thereto have also been notified vide GSR No. 287(E) dated 22.05.2024. A copy each
of the Gazette Notifications is enclosed herewith for necessary action.
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2 Please acknowledge receipt. W A

(Aniruddha Thakur)
Dy. Director/Estt.(D&A)
Railway Board

Copy forwarded for information:

1. The General Sccretary, AIRF, 4 State Entry Road, New Delhi (with 35 spares).

2. The General Secretary, NFIR, 3 Chelmsford Road, New Delhi (with 35 spares).

3. All Members, Departmental Council & National Council and Secretary, Staff Side, National
Council, 13-C Ferozshah Road, New Delhi (with 60 spares).

4. The Secretary General, FROA, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi (with 6 spares).

5. The Secretary General, IRPOF, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi (with 6 spares).

6. The Secretary, RBSS 'Group A Officers' Association', Rail Bhavan, New Delhi.

7. The Secretary, RBSS 'Group B Officers' Association.

8. The Secretary, Railway Board Ministerial Stafl Association.

9. The Secretary, Railway Board Group D Employees Association.

10. The Secretary, RBSSS Officers Association, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi.

11. The Secretary General, AIRPFA, Room No. 256-D, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi.

12, M/s Bahri Brothers, 742, Lajpat Rai Market, Delhi-110 006, P.O. Box No. 2032

13. Chief Commissioner of Railway Safety, Lucknow.




14. The General Secretary, All India SC/ST Railway Employees Association. Room No.8,

Ground Floor, Rail Bhavan, New Delhi-110001.
15. Office of Chief Administrative Officer, Indian Railways (Workshop Projects), Chamber
Bhavan, Judge's Court Road, Anta Ghat, Patna-800001, Bihar.

—

R |
A f AWV
For Principal Executive Director (IR), Railway Board

No. E(D&A) 2020 RG6-6 New Delhi, dated: »’ < .05.2024

Copy forwarded for Information to:

1. The DAI (Railways), New Delhi (with 40 copies).

2 The Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha Secretariats, New Delhi.
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(Aniruddha Thakur)
Dy. Director/Estt.(D&A)
Railway Board

Copy to:

PS/MR. PS/MoSR PSO/FPSs to CRB & CEO, M(F), M{Infra), M(T&RS), M(O&BD), DG(HR),
DG(RHS), DG(RPF), DG(Safety), Secretary, PED(Vig.), PED(IR), EO, IS, JS(G), JS/E, ED/E,
EDE(Res), Dir(D&A), Dir E(O)-1, Dir.(RPF), US{DAR), US/ERB-V, V-1, ERB-I, ERB-V],
ERB-V, E(Rep)l, E(Rep)IL. E(Rep)IIL, E(SCT)-I, E(SCT)-II, E(O)-1 and E(O)I CC branches in
Board's Office.
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No. 265] NEW DELHI, WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 2024/JYAISHTHA 1, 1946

Yo vaTRT

(e A7)
sfegEAT
7% fawelt, 17 w8, 2024
(e dt./mnH, 45/2024)

WAL, 286(e).—Tgala, dfFuTa F AqTaR 309 F TIGF GO 9ET aftwT w7 w4 w0y v,
T HF (A o adien) frem, 1968 T sl weiae o ¥ fre Grefefae e £, i

1. W A &l 9= (1) 5 [t 1 wfer A e f9w (agemae @i afie) denee fran
2024 %1

(2) T TroTe IR WH i G # 7 ag gir |

2.7 T (Agara e spfren) Fare, 1968 &, Faw o % sufigw (2) F vigs ¥ warg, Fafarfee

“aiq 77 4 T iR PRt Si werardt @ wEw areEn O 9w serethe ofierd

R FILOT § ST YT HG2 5, AT T AqATeiE GAwe =50 €0 % 6 57 47 99 9 5

fore #7E it snfera T e Fer o &, oo 89 F e o wEr F fft wee f1 o
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a7y & wtw fifEdr sk ¥ Bfee 9§ agmar F ey & 7 91l an wweE:, @ i
et T 2T g ARt ¥ e 6 e awte
' [T, &, £ UE W) 2020 ATH6-6]

Tefte FATC, FHF LTI

froqur; e fAgw, WO ¥ O, AT 2, W 3, ITEE (i) § AT F, FLAT . 3181, AT 14 e,
1968 BT weTfera e o & sl sifEe ar afigeer sran . | 178, arfie 19 fdag, 2015 51
derrfira fer o &

MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(Railway Board)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 17th May, 2024
(R.B./Estt. No. 45/2024)

G.S.R. 286 (E).—In exercise of the powers conferred by the proviso to article 309 of the Constitution, the
President hereby makes the following rules further to amend the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal)Rules,
1968, namely:-

. Short Title and Commencement- (1) These rules may be called the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal)
Amendment Rules, 2024,

{2} They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette,

2. In the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968, after the proviso of sub-rule (2) of rule 9, the

following proviso shall be inserted, namely:-
“Provided further that in exceptional circumstances such as a pandemic or natural calamities or when the
disciplinary authority is satisfied for the reasons to be recorded by it in writing, the disciplinary authority
may itself inquire into or may authorise an Inquiring Authority to inquire into the truth of any imputation of
misconduct or misbehaviour against a Railway Servant through the aid of the digital mode of Video
Conferencing, cither wholly or in parts, in accordance with the regulations framed by the Central
Government in the Ministry of Railways.”

[F. No. E(D&A) 2020 RG6-6]
SUNIL KUMAR, Executive Director/Establishment

Note:- Principal rules were published in the Gazette of India in Part IL, Section 3, Sub-section (ii), vide notification
number $.0. 3181, dated the 14® September, 1968 and was last amended vide notification number G.S.R. 178
dated 19% September, 2015.

Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054.
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#1 7o) fAfRE, 2024 8

(2) T 79T | I9% v 1 arrE B 6w w5

3. Fgwam- T fAfiaw w7 farfir s o & 26 e seem §iftd sinhn s Ghew O F
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AATE
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THE GAZETTE OF INDIA : EXTRAORIINARY [Pany I -Sec. 3i))

“Ffe Atz sl areaa 7 areed ity seRfET s 99 9 ¥ B asgan
g7 wre T ZreT F T AT A 7

srfermifre S-Re § aread s FrdafEat ¥ uriw v e gnn Svesa s A 6
afeafem 2;

FEATRAr ¥ st W st Friar o e sy s et &

AT BT ¥ AT UH ey § # ot wry wifteer ot soomerar § sy srdEEat
AT =7 F et Ty wemae ¥ gt 7, s st o dme g genfEe arEetiT
i ¥ gww AT aftafem &, d=nfem gl

“aTEd TT " R ATEYd UW T § el 99 FAareal & Anivardr w1 A 6w F e
# Tt o warrerT % ol ¥, ek siata vor daverg g et e A ¥ I
AT §, T BT £

vrrEr ST & AT (T e waT a% AfAr SR F e & Frdarfaat ¥ am
= aret =i 7 g T

7wt o sfe afirerfent, o o e # agw & woeg ofomfia 76 § 3%
76 & 201 A 19 Aaw (Frqere ohe anfiern) Faw, 1968 she e v afaf,
2000 (2000 F1 21) & ufoariuT & |

5. €T wisET & H4fta g Rei- {1]ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?gﬁmmﬁﬂﬂaﬁﬁ%ﬁnﬁmaﬁ
TTT T, W AT AITOFT G AT i A, ST 5 w5 i |

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

i FrAETTEa #1 wrear, Froverar sfe frawefar #1 g vy A od § aofiw @9 g,
i R, U Wi Saae o §9WE-A 9 IYwe 5, W ANFa FLA |

s TR F of st 3 e Bt =ufts an s9rd g srdaieat 6 08 Rt AR
i s

TR IOATETSN T TEAA, AT ACHT T I GOHI AT WY TGEA 27 A F 999
= H HrFEAT F ATATT 9% w47 A Srwft e vgme 7 94n, qgeargEs ueed 1 24
£ zav ¥, dag =twn am, qren-far w1 a0 i st a9, aend @y A el wE
TEqA HCAT |

garferg it JroeT:

wig Flt FriarEt ¥ Ao andrft awe 1 o #, stw wieT o deEs o
ara FrooT % fag, Az fRdr i arear & fa, desa 1 e 9w fAfe
FraaTEt 3 T FERET T 27 s R o Ty

s FTAATEAT ¥ HEE gy A B wr A el §-ie aeinfEEt Foorw #
Wi Wi 2 ges B s s seewr wiEere, 3 S g 99w g aeas
Forr syrer et it F e e st arfrT g weEa S s

At wERT ararT =9 § s s 92t F o 6 o
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(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

TG S AT, AT TR % HHG A% S5Te & way o aeafaal ¥ sqare s
fAer = w3 |

UF AT 4 FERAi wriw g1 w8 7, srw wied ff o sl % B e geard #
fareit s =afRr =it w1 f st AR Enft

FTAATE! T AT 3T T F e B, sty witerd F et F ol o wwE s
=i a7 waTy fear smoar )

ST aiier T 7 #qfE Fo s goes war ar FrdanEt s u auiee Aty e e g
Rz idrgrargideamniisdfrmdrgrad)

FIEATET T4 UF G069 T 6 ITAHT, 34T F oy ovear, s s safaefat F aad i
ST HUFTL T A A2 AT A AGIE FIWieraa 9§ w A |

AT TR F wreaw & "=ifom @l iy srdarRar f ger-gen ot @i &
st afe o (gfe) wrew Fift S 3wy afte foed & v § w7 § afaefim f
FATAT |

stET F41 AT FHET F WA F FrE Frdarar f 9t 3, 5t s wfgeed g @
ArET ofiz 97 fErira =7 7 sfEafErT B o

Arsr wifeETe, stw fi warEr P 3 U aer a7 oft sfirdfe 5% e s R
Feat & fadt &7 ofiw Ry =7 & gy 6 ¥ 9u [Ty (3) % @9y F amzgs n
sufafraw (14) ¥ Rffe s, et o5 ==t &1, Fafy 30

Tig A % B #, sy wnfaerdt oy s v B w2 & s e R s
=TiEC 4 3 &1, 3 fe e ax e smom

= SEHTE, dEar s F wreaw & flt =l & 9f 707 awg I i (amemee

&z arfter) Fraw, 1968 =T e WrenfirfT sfdfas, 2000 (2000 #r 21) & sTaaTaT T
A g )

6. FHFEEE (1) THT TATH 9% TF AHAGH g7 ST 5179 TEFTE Z107 G210 8 T ST |

@)

(3)

(if)

(iii)

T WATHA AT ArESA® a7 & 995w, Far ff amar g, Ged st 7 F ooy s

AT &, AT AfrE v o amie F wegee # 0w 9w 9 oy Sty sies §
ToRiT AT T g9 ToT F WO 3, WAEEE F 0 F W 907 g Q0 9y T 5
it g F sfam qggm o

aHEAF gt wor fF -

goEg T 9T T @y wdad # anftee 2o F B afimfe oft g0 s,
Fifzqr st F fv afwiEe 7o =w o it aug & 9 & #9069 fme 1§ e
L

s Wity 1 0 an F By w8 femfEn i o s Gl ffEr Raew
T " T A

7= fatsar wusfT == o &1, 77 fifvgr sf s # £ g =it @ 7 56w
s T 1 qF wpe ¥ & goeg v e S = anfaa A A
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(iv) ﬁqmmmﬁﬁﬁwﬁmﬁmzﬁrﬁﬁwﬁmﬁsm%ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%#&ﬁm
mﬁwﬁwwmawaﬁfﬁmw%#aﬁmﬁrﬁm&ﬁwﬁmzﬁrmﬁr
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Fe T ARl T |

7. oAt $r arfra—(1) T d9% (Fqean o anfe) B 1968 ¥ ffEa wragTT dTEar FiEaf
Zrer HaTie FraTtEat ¥ fory v i areite 9 A A )

(2) i wrEfT ¥ wreny & wiar G wre are aneft F e By gee F 56T e
ﬁgﬁmﬂw.mmmmaﬁhs‘mmmﬁwwmmmm%m
¥ o =feETa w9 7 IufRaT g 5 e fa s

8. wrifire sraear AR STHTR AATd—(1) S ST STe STAnTRal SAEAr S A HFheT w0
Frw Fraffos o8 g A § gaty qrfer T |

(2) Fraffer fifdr SR 6 Frdam arow g & TgA, S sifrerd 1g gitde won
mﬁgwmﬁﬁamzwﬁaﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁmmm#m%
wift a7 Pl ofr Rl i freiareer g S 61 g wfat 6wt w06t wvw g, S awm
e st w0 % frg an o= ¥ g e ot
e T meATAT AT ST A1 SO IUqvrraT SfReat ey e qiw wriwr § 7 agai
¥ AT TIANT FA B AR &7 AT |

(3) e TR T ¥ Ao & 97 qfRm s e g v At sie wy d
FrE o s =il ufRed 7 gt A s iR gy sguld aTe S # GEh we
i =1 grea fig e Rt of =afis ) wfem ¥ wwrg i wER w9 F Ay A9

(4) s T Pt fifvd SR & afme: fm B e os odem fiR
SRR ff st wa afE gz gt B w1 w5 B o e st seE
fifg o goe Fig St wam vy fi faf 4 8

(5) Fraifee awa o=, wiw STRETE 007 IwATTRAT i FraaTar fag 7 5E
(6) Fifsar skl amaTorE: srfiioE w4 921 F 2 26
ﬂqaﬁmﬂﬁﬁm%mmm%ﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬂmﬁaﬂﬁm.
S wfefRafadt & e a=eTs 77 |
(7) s wfeEr oz g won fF AR SR e ow et ST seim
TfFeauT % AW & At 6 9 ) :
ﬂﬁm—ﬁmﬁfﬁ{{m%ﬁmﬂgmﬁmmgﬁ;m%mmm
Tt £ Rgfy ¥, e st 9% 2T afeaag fig A A s 8, 39 [ s ¥
wm#mmﬁmmwammm&mﬁw%
HHAT |
(8) st TR oheT fre T % @i ¥ sfwerer § 9w B g At w9 w8y,
Hrz Fo die 39 1 fifEe w9 § g e wie $om )
©) e fw s < =t Bt ol A ger-gen Rt afcl £ sl d ja e
AT UF Ufers RTeaT SAT 1 S F UF T ¥ F9 § TE1 S |
(10) wriard fig o geeg By ¥ 5 s % B st wftsrd 2 a7 3% s w
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(1) wed= & dif3an w360 srdard % go 2wz, sis wisd, B 5 ¥ saf@ifay (3) 4
(7), Sfafeas (9) 7 (10) shv sufafaaw (13) % s fim o wewE F sfifos, s
® T T oty svam B wtvedae (af® swi G Tar et s SR
Fehie qiweaas 71 ), Fard ¥ §0m sarv v 6%, ofF 9 & o wendw, AR wr
T, W AiereT wega o wanRa Ry 3, A 8 st ot amom, oy am A

i oy Refes Rt wegy $r st &, 91 st i s ot s Rt ¥ A
wiEw offz ® g9t Ay o w0

(12) == srferrdt, wrdanat g ot qeen g w2 Swdrwater % forr srdandt & sefr e,
Al sl FAffEdt & dew & gt 5qf2 F affafm som)

9. =it # wliwr--(1) Bl wveft Ffr 77 7% e 7 it o, s 7w vl eww RfET 5 F
FofafaaT (4) 7 BT v gvEw ¥ agae =l 738 f 0 £ o g7 R i e w
Rt grft ot grew &g v areg &9 arer anet £ agevr  qf A 6§ wewar A
S SRR Ty 1 A, S wgmvy v f 7 w5 oo At F gm0, Sy
fafra 5 % sv-Rfaa (4) # sy fam mar § s afieemaT 50 % a3 arra
it a1 edisa ofte 9= § wreaw & wiw wifier $ e w0

(2) UH =ETAST & A F 0E 9fF wweEws g Rfew =y § smafo £ ool st 3wy
F T Afawiiw €89 ¥ wreaw & wiw sriwr #r it 6 9ot

(3) e safen 1 ofar #r o <t &, s wveT aTaTEEAT SYETT ST 92 ¥ S Or o ey
7 it STt frr Jiw miREr S i argvrs amE

(4) TTF 9% T g9 9 gt s G g witsed f @fe st & G e
w1 %E =T ¥ famy #rd o =1, goy Mg er s adi &

(5) = wiferwrdt o & Fraw Wt feomoft, af ¢ &1, Fr afeffes wom, S e &
qrE-SRT F HE § Fes wea

(6) wi= wigwry U sy g ft oy = w9, i 7 i F gy F o $ o
FrtEr ¥ Ao amaas £

(7) == SR wfiar 99 3 % a1 s 9% often G ey @ i F gerac o s
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MINISTRY OF RATLWAYS
{Railway Board)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 17th May, 2024
GSR 287(E)—In pursuance of second proviso of sub rule (2) of rule 9 of the Railway Servants (Discipline

and Appeal) Rules, 1968, the Central Government hereby makes the following regulations, namely -

2,

Short title and commencement.- (1) These regulations may be called the Railway Servants (Conduct of
Disciplinary Inquiry through Video Conferencing) Regulations, 2024,

(2) They shall come into foree on date of their publication in the Official Gazetle.

Application.- These regulations shall apply to the departmental inquiries to be conducted in accordance with
the procedure laid down in rule 9 of the Railway Servants {Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968, by utilising the
digital mode of video conferencing.

Definitions.- In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires-
fa) "Co-ordinator" means a person appointed as Co-ardinator under regulation 6;

(b) “designated video conferencing software® means the software permitted by the Inquiring Authority
from time to time to conduct video conferencing;




ic)

(d)
(e}
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(g)

(h)
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“official e-mail” means any e-mail account provided by the Department at the commencement of the
inquiry proceedings including the substitution thereof for the reasons to be recorded in writing by the

Inquiring Authority;

“proceedings” includes a physical inquiry proceeding and a virtual inguiry proceeding;

"sroceeding point” means the place where the inquiry proceedings is physically presided over by the
Inquiring Authority in the premises of a railway administration including a Public Sector Undertaking
administered by the Ministry of Railways;

“remote point" means the place where the participants to the inquiry proceedings are to appear through
a video link, in the premises of a railway administration including a Public Sector Undertaking
administered by the Ministry of Railways;

"remote user” means the person participating in the proceedings through video conferencing at 2
remote point; and

all other words and expressions used herein but not defined in these regulations shall have the
meanings respectively assigned to them in the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968
and the Information Technology Act , 2000 (21 of 2000).

5. General principles relating to Video Conferencing.- (1) The video conferencing facilities may be used at any
or all the stages of the inquiry proceedings, as determined by the Inquiring Autherity.

(2)

(3)

(6)

(7

(3)

(100

(1

(12}

(13)

Subject to maintaining independence, impartiality and credibility of the inquiry proceedings, the
Inquiring Authority may adopt such technological advancement as may become available to it from
time to time.

No recording of the proceedings by any person or entity shall be permitted except with the prior
permission of the Inquiring Authority.

The identity of the remote users shall be established on the basis of the identity prool as recognised by
the Government of India or State Government or Union territory and in case of identity proof not being
readily available, the person concerned shall fumish the name, parentage and permanent address, as
also temporary address, if any.

The Inquiry proceedings shall be conducted by the designated video conferencing software as chosen
by the Inguiring Authority:

Provided that in the event of a technical problem during a given proceeding, the Inquiring Authority

may, for reasons (o be recorded in writing by it, permit the use of software, other than the designated
video conferencing software, for video conferencing in that particular proceeding. :

The official e-mail to be used for the conduct of the inquiry proceedings shall be permitted by the
Inquiring Authority at the commencement of the proceedings and its substitution, if any, shall be
permitted only by the Inquiring Authority for the reasons to be recorded by it in writing.

The video conferencing shall ordinanly take place during the official working hours:
Provided that the Inquiring Authority may pass suitable directions concerning the timing and schedule
of video conferencing as the circumstances may warrant,

Once the proceedings have commenced, no other persons shall be permitted to participate in the virtual
hearing, except with the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority.

The sstablishment and disconnection of links betwesn the proceeding point and the remote point would
be done by or under the orders of the Inquiring Authority.

The Inguining Authority shall satisfy itself that the required persons al the remote point or the
proceeding point are seen and heard clearly and can see and hear the Inquiring Authority.

The Inquiring Authority shall satisfy itself and also record its satisfaction as to clarity, sound and
connectivity for both the proceeding point and the remote point users.

An audio-visual recording of the entire inquiry proceedings conducted through video conferencing
shall be preserved and an encrypted master copy with hash value shall be retained as a part of the
record,

Wherever any proceeding is carried out by taking recourse to video conferencing, the same shall
specifically be mentioned in the order sheet by the Inquiring Authority.
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(14} The Inquiring Authority may also impose such ather conditions as are necessary for a given set of facts
for effective recording of the examination and especially with respect to sub-regulation (3) of
regulation 6,

(15) The examination referred to in sub-regulation (14) shall, as far as praclicable, proceed withou!
interruption:
Provided that in the interest of justice, the Inguiring Authority shall be at liberty to determine whether
an adjournment should be granted, and if so, on what terms.

{16} The Inquiring Authority shall be guided by the provisions of the Railway Servants (Discipline and
Appeal} Rules, 1968 and the Information Technology Act, 2000 (21 of 2000} while examining a person
through video conferencing.

Co-ordinator.- (1) There shall be a Co-ordinator at the Remote Point who shall be designated by the Inquiring

Authority,

(2) The Railway Administration or the Public Sector Undertaking, as the case may be, exercising jurisdiction
on the remote point shall extend the requisite co-operation to the Inguiring Authority by promptly sparing a
Railway servant well conversant with handling of the electronic mode of video conferencing to act as the
Co-ordinator in response to the request made by the Inguiring Authority,

(3} The Co-erdinator shall ensure that-

{i) all remote users scheduled to appear in a particular proceeding at the remote point are ready at the remote
point designated for video conferencing at least thirty minutes before the scheduled time;

(i1) no recording is done and no recording device is used except with the prior permission of the Inquiring
Autharity;

(iii) no unauthorised person enters the video conferencing room when the video conferencing is in progress and
no person is present at the remote point except with the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority;

(iv} the remole user person being examined is not prompied, induced, tutored, coerced, (hreatened or promised
in any manner by any person and that the person being examined does not refer to any document, seript or
device without the prior permission of the Inquiring Authority during the examination.

Service of Summons.- (1) The provisions contained in the Rallway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,

1968 shall apply to service of summons for proceedings condueted by video conferencing.

(2) The summons issued to a wilness who is to be examined through video confercncing, shall mention the
date, time and venue of the concemed remote point and shall direct the witness to awend in person aiong
with proof of identity or deposition to that effect.

Preparatory arrangements and general regquirements.~(1) The Inquiring Authority shall give sufficient
notive in advance, setfing out the schedule of video conferencing to the remote user persons.

{2} Before commencement of the proceedings of the scheduled video conferencing, the Inquiring Authority
shall ensure that the Co-ordinator at the remote point reccives certified copies of printouts or photecopy or a
soft copy of the non-editable scanned copies of all or any part of the record of proceedings which may be
required for recording statements or evidence, or for reference:

Provided that these documents or copies shall be permitted to be used by the remote user persons
only with the prior permission of the Inguiring Authority.

{3) The Inguiring Authority shall ensure through the Co-ordinator that no unsuthorised person is present in the
video conferencing room at the remote point and no person except those permitted by the Inquiring
Authority, is present in the video conferencing room at the time of examination of any person at the remote
point.

(4) The Inquiring Authority shall also conduct a trial video conferencing preferably thirty minutes before
scheduled video conferencing to ensure that all the technical systems are in working condition at both the
proceeding point and the remote point.

{5) At the scheduled time, the Inquiring Authority shall connect the remote user to the proceeding point,

(6) The video conferencing shall ordinarily take place during the official working hours:
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Provided that the Inquiring Authority may pass suitable directions conceming the timing and schedule of
video conferencing as the circumstances may warrani,

(7) The Inquiring Authority shall ensure that video conferencing is conducted only throogh a designated video
conferencing sofiware.

Explanation: For the removal of doubts, it is hereby clarified thar in the event of a technical mal-
functioning during a proceeding, the Inquiring Authority may, for reasons to be recorded in writing by it,
permit the use of software other than the designated video conferencing software for video conferencing in
that particular proceeding.

(8) The Inquiring Authority shall note the objections raised, if any, during the deposition of the person being
examined and pass appropriate order thereon, in writing.

(9 An sudio-visua! recording of the examination of the persen examined shall be preserved and an encrypted

r
master copy with hash value shall be retained as 2 part of the record.
(10) The disconnection of link between the proceeding point and the remote point shall be done by or on the
orders of the Inquiring Authority.

{11} On completion of the video conferencing proceeding on each day, the Inguiring Authority shall make the
daily order sheet of the time and duration of the proceeding, the software used (in case the software used is
not the designated video conferencing software), the issue raised during the proceedings, if any, and the
documents, if any, that were produced and transmitted online, in addition to the aspects dealt with in sub-
regulations (3) to (7), (9) to (10) and (13) of regulation 5, as deemed fit:

Provided that in case a digital recording is tendered, the Inquiring Authority shall record its duration
in the order sheet along with all other requisite details.

(12) The Inguiring Authority shall also record its satisfaction as to clarity, sound and connectivity for bath users
and remole users.

Examination of persons.- (1) No witness shall be examined unless his identity has been established as provided

for in sub-regulation (4) of regulation 5 and the same shall be reflected in the daily order sheet and the identity

of the witness deposing at the remote point shall be confirmed by the Inquiring Authority with the assistance of

the Co-ordinator who shall obtain signatures of the witnesses on the hard copies of the Identity proof as

provided in sub-regulation (4) of regulation 5 and afier countersigning the same shall dispaich them 1o the

Inquiring Authority via suthorised courier or registered speed post.

(2) A scanned copy of such documents shall be digitally signed by the Co-ordinator and immediately
transmitted by him through official email to the Inquiring Authority.

(3) The person being examined shall ordinarily be examined during the official working hours or at such time
as the Inquiring Authority may deem fit and necessary.

(4) The Co-ordinator at the remote point shall ensure that no person, except with the specific permission of the
Inquiring Authority, is present at the remote point save and except the person being examined,

(5) The Inquiring Authority shall record whilst under examination such remarks, if any, as he thinks material
respecting the demeanor of the person,

(6) The Ingquiring Authority may also issue such other directions as are necessary for a given sct of facts for
effective recording of the examination.

{(7) The Inguiring Authority shall obtain the signature of the person being examined on the transcript once the
examination is concluded and the signed transcript shall form part of the record of the inquiry proceedings.

(8) The signature on the transcript of the person being examined shall be obtained in either of the following
ways, namely:-

(a) if digital signatures are available at both the concerned proceeding point and the remote point, the sofl copy

of the transcript digitally signed by the Inquiring Authority shall be sent by the official e-mail to the remote
point where & printout of the same shall be taken and sigued by the person being examined;

(b) a scanned copy of such signed transcript shall be digitally signed by the Co-ordinator at the remote point
and the same would be transmitted by official email to the proceeding point and the hard copy of the signed
transcript shall be dispatched afer the examination is completed, preferably within a period of three clear
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days hy the Co-ordinator al the remote point to the Tnquinng Authonty by recagnised courier or registered
speed post:

(¢} if digital signatures are not available, the printout of the transeript shall be signed by the Inguiring Authority
and the representative of the parties, if any, at the proceeding point and shall be sent in pon-editable
scanned format to the official email account of the temote point, where a printout of the same shall be taken
and signed by the person examined and countersigned by the Co-ordinator at the remote point;

(d) a non-editable seanned format of the transcript so signed shall be sent by the Co-ordinator of the remote
point to the official email account of the Inquiring Authority, upon which a printout of the same shall be
taken and shall be made a part of the record of the proceedings and the hard copy shall also be dispatehed
preferably within a period of three clear days by the Co-ordinator at the remote point to the Tnquiring
Authority by recognised courier or registered speed post.

(9) The examination shall, as far as practicable, proceed without interruption or the grant of unnecessary
adjournnrents:

Provided that the Inquiring Authority shall be at liberty to determine whether an adjournment should be
granted, and if so, on what terms,

Exhibiting or Showing Documents to Witness or the charged Railway servant at a Remote Point.- If in the
course of examination of a person at a remote point by video conferencing, it is necessary to show a document
to the person, the Inquiring Authority may permit the document 1o be shown in the following manner, namely:-

fa)  if the document is a! the proceeding point, by transmitting a copy or image of the document to the remote
point electronically, including through & document visualiser; or

{b) if the document is at the remote point, by putting it to the person and transmitting a copy or image of the
same to the proceeding point electronically including throngh a document visualiser;

Provided that the hard copy of the document countersigned by the witness and the Co-ordinator at the
remote point shall be dispatched thereafter to the proceeding point via authorised courer or registered

speed post.

Recording of the Daily Order Sheets.- On close of the proceedings on each day, the Inquiring Authority shall
draw up the order sheet in terms of sub-regulation (11) of regulation 8 and while the Inquiring Authority and the
necessary persons present @ the proceeding point shall put their signatures physically, the signatures of the
necessary persons at the remote point shall be obtained i efther of the following ways, namely:-

(a) if digital signatures are available at both the concerned procecding point and the remote point, the soft
cupy of tie daily order sheel digilally signed by the Inquiring Authority and othier necessary peérsons at the
proceeding point shall be sent by the official e-mail to the remote point where a printout of the same shall
be taken and signed by the necessary persons at the remote point;

(b) @ scanned copy of such signed printout shall be digitally signed by the Co-ordinator at the remote point
and the same should be transmitted by official email to the proceeding point;

{c) the hard copy of the signed transcript will be dispatched preferably within three clear days by the Co-
ordinator at the remote point to the Inquiring Authority by recognised courier or registered speed post;

{d) if digital signatures are not available, the printout of the daily order sheet shall be signed by the Inguiring
Authority and the necessary persons at the proceeding point and shall be sent in non-editable scanned
format to the official ¢-mail account of the remote point, where a printout of the same shall be taken and
signed by the necessary persons al the remote point and countersigned by the Co-ordinator;

{¢) a non-editable scanned format of the printout so signed shall be sent by the Co-ordinator of the remote
point to the official e-mail pccount of the Inquiring Authonity, upon which a print out of the same would
be taken and shall be made a part of the record of the proceedings;

(f)  the hard copy would also be dispatched preferably within a period of three clear days by the Co-ordinator
al the remote point to the Inqguiring Authority by recognised courier or registered speed post.

Ensurance by Inguiring Authority while communicating report to the Disciplinary Authority.- The

Inquiring Authority shall ensure that the physically signed hard copies as well as the printouts of the digitally
signed transcripts and daily order sheets recorded during the proceedings conducted through video conferencing
together with the electronic records provided for in sub-regulation (12) of regulation 5 are duly matched and
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made part of the records of the procecdings while communicating the Inquiry Report to the Disciplinary
Authority.

Regulations in addition to and not in derogation of the Railway Servants (Discipline and Appeal) Rules,
1968.- The provisions of these regulations shall be in addition to and not in derogation of the Railway Servants
(Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1968.
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